The Bible Panorama – The Major Prophets III: Lamentation
“Hope in Lamentation”

Lamentation 3:16-33

Going Beyond the sermons into the Scripture preached by Pastor Peter Oh on May 21, 2017

Entering In:
“What words make you feel defensive?”
In what ways do you discipline yourself to listen to what you don’t want to hear?
1. Using the words of “creation”, “fall”, “redemption” and “restoration”, write down one sentence to describe
the big picture of the Bible.
For what reasons were the Ten Commandments and the Temple given to Israel?
2. This passage is Hebrew poetry. One distinctive of Hebrew poetry is parallelism. Each section of this passage
is comprised of 3 parallel lines. For the following question, you have been given the main thoughts of the first
line. What are the parallel thoughts from the two lines that follow? The first one is done for you as an example.
Statement A
Broken my teeth with gravel
Deprived of peace
Splendor is gone

Statement B
• Trampled me in the dust
• Forgotten what prosperity is
• All I had hoped for in the Lord is gone

•
•
•

I remember my affliction/wandering

• bitterness/gall
•
•

•
•
•

The LORD’s great love

• compassions never fail
•
•

•
•
•

The LORD is good

• to those who hope in/seek him
•
•

•
•
•

Sit alone in silence

• the LORD has laid it on him
•
•

•
•
•

men not cast off

• by the LORD forever
•
•

•
•
•

3. What did Jeremiah think of in the midst of his lament that reminded him that he has hope?
What are some other terms in these verses that are synonyms for hope?
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Do you think it is possible to overcome adversity if you have no hope? Why or why not?
What gives you hope in difficult circumstances? Give an example from your own experience.
4. Two contrasting points of the Word are mentioned in the sermon. Do you think every Word has two sides
like a coin? Why or why not.
Briefly explain how God’s Word divides, or implies contrasting outcomes.
A. Life vs. Death – Life to those who believe in Jesus and death to those who reject Jesus.
B. Light vs. Darkness – Light to those who walk with Jesus and darkness to those who depart from the Lord.
C. Peace vs. War
D. Joy vs. Sorrow
E. Hope vs. Despair
5. How do you know for sure that God is faithful?
Share your experience of God’s faithfulness.
In what ways can you be faithful to God?
6. How can God be “good” in view of human suffering?
What has the good Lord done for you?
7. What does Jeremiah say it is good for a man to do (vv.27–30)?
Can you summarize what he is talking about in one word?
What makes this good?
8. Lamentation shows the heart of God. What do you think God would lament about the church and professing
Christians of our day? Why?
Share what you as a Christian can do for your church and family in faith.
Living It Out:
Praise the faithful God [“Great is thy faithfulness”, Thomas O. Chisholm]
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!
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